
From: John Fox <johnfinbarrfox@gmail.com>
Sent: 12 December 2018 20:10
To: Schrieber, Ron
Subject: Scrutiny Committee distribution (as discussed this morning). Thankyou. 
 
Dear Scrutiny Committee Member,

We write on behalf of the Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan Committee.  We met on 11 Dec. to 
discuss the Draft Local Plan 2034. For three years we have cooperated closely with SODC 
Planning Officers and our pre-Submission Public Consultation is scheduled to start early in 
2019.

On 28 November last, SODC Planning Committee rejected a bid by the Agents for Oxford 
Brookes University to develop 500 homes on the Wheatley Campus Site (in Holton). The Site 
is STRAT10 and as such forms part of our Neighbourhood Plan Area.

We wish to express our Committee's unanimous opposition to the new proposal from SODC 
Planning Officers (Head of Planning's letter to your Committee for the meeting on 13 Dec., 
Para 23 d) to take this historic site out of Green Belt altogether. 

Our concerns are on two counts.

1. Oxford Brookes University want to dispose of the site at the highest possible market 
value, and therefore submitted a proposal for 500 homes, close to the maximum which 
could be accommodated on the site. This was supported by the Case Officer's 
recommendation. However this proposal was rejected by an almost unanimous Planning 
Committee vote (8 against, one abstention) on the grounds that it conflicted with the views 
of the draft Local Plan 2033 and also intruded unnecessarily on the Green Belt nature of the 
site.  In addition the weight of public and statutory body responses was in the same vein.

   The current draft Neighbourhood Plan supports development on the built-form of 
STRAT10 and at a level of 300 homes which corresponds in principle to the proposal of draft 
LP 2034.  We would want to see much stronger and explicit safeguards for the preservation 
of the non-developed western part of the site thereby preserving the historic nature of the 
site.

2. The concern outlined above reflects a likely conflict which will arise between the 
proposals for housing contained within the draft Neighbourhood Plan, should there be any 
unwanted, future development on the western part of STRAT10, with respect to Primary 
School capacity in Wheatley and its environs.  Such a conflict would appear to undermine 
the very nature of Community participation in Neighbourhood Planning policy.

Yours faithfully,

John Fox, Chairman and Roy Gordon, vice-Chairman, 
Wheatley Neighbourhood Plan 
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